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STATISTICS FOR THE MILLION.

Fcw persons, unless they are sctu.il importers,
have tile slightest iucu of the Intricacies with which

tho clearuucos of imports are surrouuded. All la-

voices ol tnerehaudise, as soon us numbered, are sent

from the Custom ttouse to the Invoice Bureau of the

Appraiser's Mores, ol wftlcb Mr. H. J. flu u or is the chief,
nliure they are distributed to the differem tlivisious,
kccoidmg to tho class ol merchandise they ropreseut,
and when all the goods are examined and the quality,
juantity and class ol wures ascertained and deter¬

mined; also the true market value at the time and

place ol shipment.
As the Appraiser's Department Is really the most

Important branch ol the Customs Deuartuient, wbcro

the values ol imports are thoroughly ascertained and

assessed, the utmost system aud etllcieucy is requisite,
and uudertiio present thiel, Mr. bilas B. Dutchcr, lis

organization is admirable. The department is divided
Into leu divisions, each one having allotted to it a

number ci urticlos fur upprulsi-meut out of the many
thousand designated by the law as dutiable.
The first division is in oliurge of Mr. William Allen,

Assistant Appraiser. The priucipul duties performed
here are lite examination ol merchandise uud goods
damaged on the voyage ol importation, the examina¬
tion o. passengers' baggago uud personul elfectsseul to

the public stores, express packages, sample parcels
aitd green lruits of all kinds wbero uny damage exists;
the appralsemeut ol ail seized goods, also of emigrant
baggage at Castle Garden.

TitAhIt IN JKWKLKY AND FRKCIO0S 8T0NKS.

In the second division, tiDder the control ol Mr. Al¬
bert Gilbert, are examined the lo lowing numerous

and important articles ol merchandise:.Antiquities,
bronzes, clocks, fancy goods of every description,
small uud laucy manufactures of alabaster, glass,
marble, porcelain aud spar; fancy boxes, gold heaters'

Skiu, gold und silver waro, Jewolry of all kinds, lilbo-

graphlo stones, mosaics, musical inatrumouls, optical,
ph losopnical nnd photographic apparatus, precious
stones, regalias, toys, watches, watch materials,
waichmukers' tools, artists' materials, hooks, paint¬
ings, paper, printed matter, sealing wax. stationery,
types, works of art.

in the administration or the affairs of this division,
having so groat a seone or mulllplicity of articles,
complications have arisen from the ambiguity of tho
tariff lu the application of tbe ad valorem system of
duties. Take tho question, for Instance, of mock Jew¬
elry. Jewelry is commarcially known in the trade as

embracing all that cluss of articles worn on the per-
sou as ornaments, whether made ol the precious
ineiaisaud precious stuuos or of imitations ol pro-
cious stones and of precious moiuls, composi¬
tions and the like. Morchants la making
tueir Importations uro guided by commer¬

cial customs and commercial designations, and
Insist that alt this class ol urticles are dutiable at the
rale fixed by law lor jewelry.to w it, twouly-flve per
cent. 'Ihe department, however, has doomed that

Jewelry dutiable at iweuty-Uve per cent embraces
only that composed ol precious stoma and
precious metals, and that alt mo articles com

posed ol imitations of precious stones uud precious
luetnls are dutiable, not us jewelry, but as manu¬
factures ol those precious meluis, making a difference
in the uuty of ten or fliteen per cent, lu view 01 the
condition ui business there never was a greater quan¬
tity of what is called precious stones upon the market
than at too present lime. It isuppiieut irom the
importations of waicues that the American manufac¬
turers uro last gutting control ol tUo medium quali¬
ties. Those brought lulu this couuiry are gen¬

erally either very expensive or ol a very
low grade. Tho competition is such that itioy
are imitutod to a great extent, even in stvio
ol flu Sh and shape ol the cases. The importa¬
tion ol philosophical and scientific apparatus is dimin¬
ishing very rapidly, as large quantities el the finest
inakc are manufacture 1 hero now.

TRADE WITH JAVA*.
There Is a large increase in ihe products ol Japanese

goods, on most ol whioli there is a duly ol thirly-Qve
J orcein, lie main portion ol this traffic comes here
by way o' San Kr.iucisco. The trade in lauuy goods
between the United States and Japan since the Cen¬
tennial kxnibluon has very largely increased, probably
to the ex.eul of 2< 0 or 3d0 per ceui. Thu initueu-u
amount ol labor in ihe exuiuiuatlou ol these J.tp.iueso
goods Is not generally appreciated. To ueeerUiu the
value ol a consignment of a hundred eases, ollou-
tinios not exceeding id.OoO in value, thirty cu es have
to he examined, whereas a package ol diamonds or
any Oilier ease of the sumo v.tiue could he examined
und pas-ed upon in twenty minutes, whereas no
thirty cases would require the attention oi five men
for ten hours, und the sutne may oo said with regard
to the chcuper class ol toys.

Hit.K Fabrics and trimminus.
Mr. I nomas \V. Giosou is the assistant appraiser of

the third division, in wnich toe values are ascenaiiiod
ol .uull bullous, embroideries, except ol gold aud
H'lv. r. natters'plush, laces uud luce goods el every
description, Indies' wearing apparel inane lo order,
silk, raw, tram and orguu/ine, and uli uianufaciuiu-
ol silk trimmings. In ibis uiyi.-i.ju all lubrics ol silk
and trimmings ol evoiy description are pa-sod. The
gooes are snOdivlded into lour parts First, bla, k
urn; colored dress silks, black uud colored silk velvets
und satins; seoonu, rinbous of all Klaus, mixed silks
cotton good -, bilk wearing uppaiel, silk hand-
kurchlela and sc.rls uuu hiik upholstery
good.-; third, hIk, cotton, worsted aud head trim

minga; and lourth, cotton uud linen embroideries
nun laces, s lu lanes, Tea. aud luaculnu made, and iuci'
cttnains kacli ol ihe.ie divisions is uuaur the surer
Vi.-ion ol un examiner, appointed »peciailv as uemg
an < Xpert on the articles no is called lo pass upon
aim Ili0 result Is that the books show ltd a ,Vance en
invoices over tboir sluleu Vulne. From January 1,
ls70, lo Dei ember 1, le>77, the I irgo »iuu of jo-ti .>uo
hm o. eu ci Ih cie., ,u goons thus raise in value over

expense-. This does not luciude the goods entered
lot duty at till) per cent and advanceu lo sixty per
C' lit, wnitli iikuw i-o auiuuais to a very <aige uiu
'Ihe act oi Feuruary n, 1075, usua.ly cuil.il tno
.Siilk act," makes the assessment ol du.y lor
mixed luhrn.* very onerous uud complicated
c ai polling u deter initiation ffhclner luu articles
have over or under tweniy-flvo per cent in v.tiue o:
cotton, li x. wo,ji or wont. d. Puis call omy be ascer¬
tained correctly by mi analysis ol eacb article lo bo
assessed, aud men valuing eucu coiupoueut park lu
tin- opinion ol >ir. Uiosou tno provision id mu act
shouid tilth r be aiuc-nded or rapes ed, us it causes
continual contention between governor, ut oUlcers and
imperti-i ,. it- iilo.i.etiienl devolves on the assist¬
ant app in-e-r, who is familiar witn llin components
ol ah textilu fabrics.

1.IN S.N ANU COTTON FAKKII-S.
Mr. \V -111am Day, an old utel. UaUt, s the Assistant

Appraiser ol ihe Fourth division, iho morobandiso
a ij-ued io hint lor exauiiualiou uard apprsiso-
ineirl col): so ol textiles oi Vuguisoiv, UUia varus
turiad* and India ruooer. Tbe con n tries el produc¬
tion arc Great Britain, France, SWiiyerbiDil, Germany
and Jtu.-c-.ia. AUogetner mere are Uo different Cia siii-
catiotib lor duty, witn wnich euon exauiiuer is heid
to be thoroughly conversant in older to tnuke bis re¬
turn upon examination ol (be merchandise. Manu¬
facturers ol cotton are assessed ior uuty at
various compound rules, equal to an average
o. ..bout Uny |.er cent Su Valorem. Munu-
lactui'*.r» of flax, I».*n«|» or juiv aro Kcuuruiiy
Hhc-scid at ad valorem Mites ul bit or -40 psi centuui,
tccoruing lo vatuo, per square yard. Burlaps «i, i i,ko
Uiiinufaciiiies are amx-sud at ihe r.«lo ol bo p,r Cl,ul
ad Vuloreui. About mree-lourlbs oi ail lluun lain,i s

are Irom Ireland and dcolia.d; tliu reiua'tiiug oue-
lonrtb is pr ucipaily lioin Gei many ahd Austria. in,

iiopoila ol linen (ro:u Fr.tuoe »re at present mod¬
erate and couuued io fine qualities, imports ol
iinens irom Rus.-ig consist ol the artiuli-s
railed crush, wn.cn come iium bL isiersiiurg:
us ul o coruages, wbien urnvu in exteOdiVe qnaii.ti
froin lb at port. Cotion Inbricu ana cotton threads are

all: elly Irom Manchester, Kualund; Glasgow and

J'aniK-y, sedtfand. F rauce and Geriuuuy supply U.,s
qualities, ol a character suited to ihe American de¬
mand. Manufactures in pun of india rubber are

extensively imported irom Leicester, Fngiund.
France, howevor, supplies textures ui india under
and silks in ibe finer qualities. Meudlactares of lute
Culled burlaps and bussing, to|.o
a most exclusively itom Dundee, ico.iaau, alihougu
the twj loribur articles are sxlonsiVely mabulactiiri'd
ui Calcutia by Kuropcau ca| i ali-ts, who n.iv.: stub-
Isbed works iu mat country to oin.ze the Kasi India
flbre. Until within three years * u jute was xoiii-

Sivriy employed in niai.ulauturink cu.trso bsgg.ng a.-.d
other heavy cio.ls, nut now it is spuu n o hner yarn
and extensively used m the inatiul itiureoi upboisier-
lug goods, curtains, table covers sou carpets. During
the month oi fvoveinoer jutt past, wuicti is usually
k poor monih lor imporiuilous, there was brought
into this port about |IN>0.000 worth oilmen and cotton
fabrics, two-thuds oi which auiuuui w . purcu,i-<n|
>y American joohuis from the liianulauturers a..road
siid one. ibiru oohsigaud lor foreign account. Con-
n,ni'U goods comprise chiefty linens and onndker-
iUitis iroui Defiast and juto fabrics iroui Dunuec.

Manchester invoice* are seldom consigned. Of 115 in¬

voices (rout that port received lu November out u

single one Couio on consignment.
A LIGHT AMI) A1KT DIVISION. /

The 91th division u to charge o! Mr. William B.
Hoyt. to whom are sent for examination the following
tiAUieU goods:.Burning, corsets, teathers, crude and
oru inieulal; flower*, arliiiciat or natural, dyed and
dried; glove*, hut*, hosiery, knit good*, uiillinory
goods, parasol*, struw brails, umbrellas, worsted
good* ol every description. A greai deal ot labor is

performed here with but very little assistance. It is

iho beliei ot tho-e whose opiulous on the subject are

of weight that a larger number ot cases
ol dress goods should be sunt to this division lor ox-

animation, or a uioditlcution made ol article 406, cus-

loins reguialious, so a* to permit an examination to
be uiado ol goods not ordered to ihu public stores at

such place or place* as they may be louud. Under the
present arrungcuient only one cu-c in ten is ordered
tu store lor examination, and wlieu other cuses are
ordered by the Appraiser it is frequently found that
th< y cannot be produced, notwithstanding the bond
to the contrary.

run facts ov imtkukst to lauixs.
Mr. John A, Buu*b, Special Assisluul Appraiser,

and a veteran ot ne.irly thirty-live yeurs in this dr-

purinieut, has charge ot the sixth division. The
principal btaole* pussi d in this divi-iou are wool auil
lure. On these subjects Mr TSuuah couverscs with
ease as well as practical knowleuge. Jin says:.

.'The tuipoi taiiou ol flue wools, which come from
Ausirahu, have largely decreased. and the
coarse woo!*, which ure the carpet work,
and come from Iho Black Boa priuoipally, are

ubqfut the suuie as last year or llio year previous.
Wo do not raise us hue wool* lu this cououy as the
Australian wools, nor Is the Black Sea wool raised in
this country to any groat cxiuut. There are a few
course wools raised iu iho United Btuie* lor carpels
uuu low priced hlankeis. The Texas, (Juiiluruia and
nieriuu wools uio ot an inferior grade to the
Australian article. The French, German uud
Kuglish wool* have greullv lulleu oil in iiiiporlatluus,
also carpets ot ail kinds, owing to ihe competition ot
our own duuiostic man ilaoiure*. Ihe importer* com¬

plain most ol tiie compound duties, which uro very
unpopular. They tli.nk the w Liulo turill is too
high. They ure uuxious to huve a reduction
in the whole law. Furs are received iu this
divisiun.mauufaciurors' Jura, ruw lurs, raw

skiu lurs, urussed lurs on the sklus, nailers'
lurs uud turseuls, Ac. Buw lur skins uru tree of
duty, but on dressed lur sains ihcie is a duly of
twenty ^)'T cout ad valorem. Fur cloaks, bats'and
caps pay uduty ol thirty-live pi r cout ad valorem,
lu tuis busiatHsull classes of lurs have decreased
this year, owiug to heavy failures in the trudo uud
lack ol deuiitud. lu 1675 wo had, lor lustuuce, 5b,UUU
seals, in 1676, 4i.,0OU. litis year w« will ruu to about
gk.uoO. 1 ruler now to dressed aud uudrussed seal
skius. Those skins come (roiu London. They ure
Hold in November una March. J lie dealers puy tue
gold lor them, and we gel ihem here in July uud Au¬
gust ol ihu sucoecdiug your utroauy diussed. some¬
times we do hut gut them until September, October
uud November. Last year, although me times were
hard and people generally had no money to buy lurs
with, there wu* a good sale, because tUe woaihorWvus
Tuvorablu. In the begiuuiug ol the soiihou It wu* sup¬
posed that the seal would lie a drug iu the market,
hut when the ladies got to changing tno fushlons by
making thein into luug antiques the demand became
greater, und the.prices were good. The seal skins
still hold tlieir prominence lor gurmeuts. No mink
lurs come here now except the Kusniuu mink, which
is the poorest in the muiket. Our inluks ure the best
lu tbc world."

TUB. IIKDO llAIIHgT.
'fbo Seventh diviaiou, m charge ol Dr. William J.

lleadly, assisuut appraiser, is better kuuwu us the
"drug utvioiuu. Many dilllculties exist iu the ex-
nuiniution ol lUo various amuies coming to Una du-

purtineut, especially iu the case ol pi nuniery. Oi ilia
one huudreii or m>>re different inauulacturers ol per-
lumory abroad, uil making tiny or more bottles ol
(llllorenl sizus, una paying a <luiy ol $3 per
gallon auu uuy per ceiti, tbo quuuiiiy bus
lo De estimated, and the examiner wno dues ttiui
tiua a nook containing iliu uitlureui tiumliera of
the perfumery received laic me poll from every pari
ol ine world, und winch enables him 10 verily such
articles; also llie v.lues of esseutiul oils and pumadea
and all loilel requiaiiea, lotlel soapa paying ten coma
a pouud aud iweoiy-ilve per cent. Another Hung 13
leaung mo various dyes thai are received, as to
whether they couialu auilino or not. Any dye or
ooior uoulainiug aniline Days a duty of flliy
ceula per pound and thirly-Uvo per com.
The various dyestufl'a haye to be carelully
tested by a cnemical process, in order
10 uuieci uuy auiltne ihut may bu couiaibed in ibem,
as muuuluciurura uuroad are continually pultiug iu
small quaulilieb ol sucli material lo brlghieu the
originui color, and to the Ueirimoul of tne urucle
llbcli. 1'hio aniline is made from the residuum 01 coal
oil, und exported in lar.-o quantities Iruui Ibis
country In u crude slatet Many of tbe drugs
are required to nave cerium percentages of
active prtuciplo in order to be allowed lo
come into tbe country for consumption. Drugs nre

generally Ireu. The only ihiug to be looked alter Is
to pass or reject them, il rejected the importers are
allowed six mouths lo export li.ein; otherwise Uiuy
are seized and destroyed. Within 'be lust two inontbs
over fifteen uundred oases ol onium have been
received, puyiug u duty oi $1 per pound, each case
having ta no cureluily unpacked, weighed, repacked,
curded und sealed, ine value ol a euro is uoout $600
iu boud, and averages about one uuudrod uud nliy
pouuus lo the c.se.

ObASSWAKK A.NU CROCKKKY.
Mr. Frank Uuy, ussisiunt appraiser, has charge ol

tbe FignlU division, lo which are seut a great variety
of articles, uuiong tbeiu live unimuls, burr stones,
building muleriuls, boots and shoes ol leutbor, coulee-
lionery, carriages, crockery, esrihenware, glass, gluss-
ware, guano, gutla percha, ice, ivory, leather, oakum,
porcelain ware, rags, skins (uot lurs), slste, slnues,
wood, Su. but the most important und sol.d muterb.l
examined bore are imported sugars, uiulas.-es und
uiuiauo. Millions upon millions ol pouudsol these

Hu.-i named articles arrive annually uud are passed
upon by this division.

TUB MKTAh bK 1'AKTM KMT.
The M inth division is uudur ilre control ol General

James F. ifad aud uesiKUated tne "Molul Division.''
'ill* most intricate business iu this bureau is the vul-
uauou ol steels. Ibe quality ol tills article no man
cuu ascertain by bitupiy looking at it. icsilug the
quality ol steel, or even tu m ike an analysis ol it,
would cost more than tbe material. Ibe judgment lu
regard lo this metal is luigely inuJe up from the uses
lo wnicb it is applied. It requires an expert judgment
m de.eruiiuiug lucau value-, proouhly gi eater
than almost uuy other arlicie that can be
uuaied. It may be said tout to become
an export lb judging steel a person must be
bora in and brought uu In tbe business. All the tin
imported also coiuus to ibis divisiou. iiiock tin is
tree oi duty, but on sheet or pittlo tin there is u

speeiUo uuty ul one aud one-ten th cents per puuud.
'1 bis is about tue only single insiuuce, iiiercnuuts claim,
in which the luritT soems satisfactory io tue im¬

porters uud just io tile govern mill U The imporiu
Hon oi English una other cutlery uus largely mm n-
labed ul late years, owing to the excullebco ol tbe
Ainericiiu mauulacture of this urucle, which has
almost crowded the HbefflaMt wares out el the market

i itlXUAIILBS AMI UOW TLSTBU.
Oue of the most important ol uil is the lunth divi¬

sion, w hich is in charge ol Mr. David C. Siurg s, Assis-
tuut Appraiser. fbe goods seul ueie lor examination
consist oi "ale, beverages, cocoa, collcc, r.oidials, Ure-
worss, lood, irutts, gunpowder, gra.u, groceries (ex¬
cept molasses and sugarj, hups, malt, nuts, o.ls (< x-
ct pi essential and lui Uiciual), piuuU, porter, seeds,
spirituous nquors, staiuiry, lea, wines, cigars, cigar-
cues, siiuU and tobacco.'' By tar the greater uuuiucr
ol examinations conducted here ..re oi spiruuuiis
liquors, wines aud uordiais. Mr. J. McFurringiou, the
rx .miner ot these goods, bus been cutiuicied with
this department lor uuarly iwuuly years.

lu Jauuury, 1867, iho department csabfshud an

average gaug> ior oeer iu buuuv at lit, g liiuhs lor
quaris and l.'o gadons lor piuis. t his »u> uccepted
gcnaialiy by the Utile as a correct uverage until
abuui two years ago, when the establishes gauge Was
questioned at Sin FrauOisco, a. d since that time
tue uvera.e gauges have been uscerlaiued by
actual muaiuie ..euu, and instead ul a uui-
lorm guu0o iliere Uuvu been louud lis many
us thirty Variation* ol itv rage gauges. The
outies upon spirituous liquuis ouing determined
bv their proois great eauuou is uecaseery in their
examination >iuch cure uas bteui kuu in mis do-
pariuieut to secure iu the ox.iaiiaali u c. rtaiu uni¬
form coudilious, such us huviug the "cll|,iiiill tabic"
UUJI1S ed to a dead level and io hnvi the samples ol
spiills lo be tested subjected lo u uinlurui tempera¬
ture, us .ower errors are liseiy to oecur lu the u-cer-
laiumuut ol proois w here the tent is made at such a
temperature, it has been lonmi ucces-arv, even
w.th the must caroiui hahdling ol the hy¬
drometers, to havo ihem Irequently read¬
justed by u test lusti uiueuh itus has been uouo
as olleu as once in two mouths when it was
discovered that there wore considerable venations in
tue thermometers and consequent variations in llie
apparent proois. 1't is believed that this precaution is
t ikuu at no omer port in the t inted HUtsa. It isthe
general opinion that I res good i or merapaadlse pay¬
ing tpecinu rap* vt uuty require little or no examina¬
tion. The illustration* riven ahove i eapetltug tun ex.
i. minor inn ol b»or sod spirituous liquor, will how the
ful-ity ol ibi* npiuiou. 'fnis po.ut may he luriher
Illustrated by re.erodes lo the examination* ol teas,
whicu, under tne present laws, are ireo. As a
ru.o Ireu merchandise is contained In the
"usual commercial packages " 1 beruiore, when tea is

Importud in lacquered or luncy boxes the box. s are

subject to an an vu orein duty ul tue r .te ol thirty-
OVe por cent as inautttaoloftos ol wood. 1 bu* it will ho
seen thai iroe goi, is even reqekr* a careiul . x.ira.na¬
tion us good.- sunj .it to ad valorem in tie*. Tne qua-
lion ¦* fisewiae u-g*a, » hat i* done wiih tbe samples
ul spirituous liquors alter they hav* been used in us-

cerlaiiilng the pruo. ? I'lie an wor iu this Is that
tin se sample* uie put in demijohn*, wncti not cla'uiod
by tbe importer, scaled ..ml sold at public auction on
account oi the gov ruiiieut. Front this source, during
the p si seven year*, about f 700 » month have been
received, so tbat the examination ol liquor* i* almost
scll-iustulhlug.

IXTKRKgTIMO HTA DSTIIlfl.
It mum bo giatiijmg in the public to learn that

while the export trade is largely in excess ol the ini-
p iris the Itttlur b m also materially llu rt used, and tor
thu month ol Octooer, 1b77, shows au iud' ase over
tlbi same period ol lh7U 01 the sum ol $7,3<M,720.
Ice iuipints for ten mouths ol this yeni amount to
$482,981,702, iigainn $3h0,6ii6,4:!7 in 1876. iu these
figures ia u.ciuded speui* ini|iorieU for 1877,$19,786,970, und in 1S70 *15.G'.<3,0-'4, thus leaving a
balance in laVur ol 1877 of $67,316,326.

A MOUA i LD iiFFXOIhii INJUXtinU.

About live o'ciook last cveuiiiga team, owned and
driven by Captain C. U Duncan, ol Nu, 61 South Ox-
loid street, Brooklyn, ran away on Haiulitdu avenue,
In that city. Odlcer Thompson, ul the Monntud
Mquud, lu uitempting lo stop the team was thrown
(rum nis horse and aenuusly injured about the head
ithd body, lie Was piuoed IU au uiiiUUIUuCe and l. ken
home. UmOu exaiuioatiou it was discovered that i.la
skull was Iractortd, Tun Injured ma* bad not re¬
gained consciousness up lo a Uto hour last ulglik

EXCISE AFFAIRS.
An Investigation Ordered of the

Excise Department.

THE MANDAMUS PROCEEDINGS.

Various Steps Toward a Settlement of
the Important Question,

Tbe cold of yesterday seemed to have a marked
effect upon tbo uubappy liquor dealers, who for the

past two waelts hare crowded Mulberry street In

iront ol the Excise buildiog. Tbe attendance in tbo
morning was small, and decreased as tbe day ad,

vanccd. Tbero were no new developments so far as

tbe standing order Is concerned, and both the
Police and Exoi-m Commissioners say there can be

no cnauge. Kor somo time past - there huvo
been vague and unsatisfactory rumors concerning
swindling, In tbe matter ol receipts and licenses, by
persons not officially connected with tbe Excise
Bureau. None of these rumors have boon traced to

a satisfactory explanation, but tbe Excue Commis¬
sioners have eudeavored to so conduct their office
as to present, as far us they could, I he

possibility of tho liquor dealers being dc-
lruuded. In this connection the plan of

checks adopted by Comnihsioucr Murphy yesterday
was u good one and favorably received by those con¬

cerned. Borne of tho dealers claim that tbey Have
beeu defrauded by people who, pretending to havo in¬

fluence with the Bo .rd, have secured their receipts,
cashed ibem uud disappeared with tbe money.

A young man claiming to bo a newspaper writer was

arrested ou some such charge yesterday, but was dis¬

charged by tbe magistrate Datura wtiom be was taken,
bo denying all Intention of misappropriating unyihlug
and returning tho money.

.'toother source of great annoyance to the assembled
liquor dealers hits boon tho favoritism shown by cer-

llun employes ol the Excise bureun, in admitting per¬
sons by what is known among the anxious wallers as

tbo "back door entrance," before their regular turn.

There is little doubt that such was the case, until yes¬

terday, when tbe Commissioners made an eff ort to put
an effectual check upon tho practices Ono of tbe
events of tbe day was tbe sadden snd summary re¬

moval of Edward Douirboe, Chief Clerk ol tbo Board of

Excise.
Jl was rumored that Donsbue's removal was due to

certain financial Irregularities, whlob, it was believed,
hud been discovered; but Commissioner Morton stated

that such was not tbe case. Be wus suid to have been

removed lor Incapacity and Inefficiency.
CUAKUSS AGAINSP SXCISK COSMISSIONKKS.

On motion ot Alderman Morris tbe following pream¬
ble and resolutions wore yesterday adopted by the
Board ol Aldermou in roluliou to tbe Excise Commis¬
sioners
Whereas it via slated bv the press last week that it the

examination ol the Excise Board betoro the UranoJury
the Ootno»U<loB«jri had in batik, to their own credit,
#00 000 or more received troui suuctry yer-uu- lor llcansts,
lor 'which tlie citiions bed uothlujc oat » receipt
for their money, -aid money being received by
thorn in their official

% capacity of I'uniuii*-
klonert or Excite. The charter of* 1673 contains
tne following word* in Article 5, sectious .14 aud 95, vii.
.'All money* shell be paid over to the Ooraptroller and
Chumherluiu. end it "tall be deposited iu the designated
hank- where it *h< U draw iuterest on the dally balances;"
and wherea* in section UO the following words appear
- And it shall he the ouiy ol the Common Council to pro-
vide lor the accountability oi all o(Honrs and other per¬
sons ;.* and wherea> section 0."» makt» provision lor any
neulect ot duty. Ac., anil section t»H says "»hnt all sums
received lor licences shall Ibo p.»ld over we kly, and uo

olli er-hall l»e rntuted lo Ids -alary until tin has compiled
with this section and whereas section 107 maaos provie-
tun lor ibe examination ol »nv book, or accuuiila ol auy .10-
partmmt bv .my taxpayer, o ,d wb. reas section 100 triwoo
the M"V«i lad power 10 appoint Commissioners ol Auoouot.
10 uiako «\.iiufu«ilutisur any department. therefore bo it

Kesolv.-d. Ibat In. Honor Hog .Mayor be requested 10
ha.e in.uo » tbnruutsb examination ol oil luoeejs received
by »0" b"»ru of l.x i-o from January 1. 1«77, from all
source *1.0 »n ea.nilnaliou oi ilie roooipl. and voucher.,
showing wt, si b*» O.i u ioue wuh .aid moneys, and the
Uato. o' rerelvie* payments of ilio same: and be It limber

l.eto.v.d. I hat a!1 he'»om I10I iln : receipi» from tbe Ex-
clue Hoard n» requested »«. appear boforc tne Commissioner
ai.polnteil hv the JUu.r, that the date, and nmoaaito may
be compared with Hioge ou U,e in tbo olbco ol .aid Hoard;
and be it further , .

Kesolved, I hat all the Icstlmonv nnd facts taken on this
exHUiiuaiiutt be done linmediaieiy. and be printed in luti
in the i'ity Hentrd cUiuctly aflur the closing ol said ex-
amlaation.

Mr. Morris contends tbat be hag noticed drone irrogu-
lariiies in lho couduci ol business in the Excise
Uuronit. Amend other things no assi rts that ho yes¬
terday it. a iiouuxo in the baud, ol a liquor dealer
which hud received ulouo the signature ot Ur. Chiidn.
chiol ciei it to ilia Excise Board, tuo names 01 the
Couimisioners being withheld. It l» auruiisoU by hun
that a cuuiber ol oilier illegal docuwunia of similar
charucter may bo iu circulation.

rowans in iosli.no lkhnbks.
The Law Cornmine. ol the Boutd of Aldermen, wnteh

consists "I Messrs. Lewis Hurlaud aud Hall, nave de-
votsu aouiu liinu to ucuusiuor.it on ol the Excise quoa-
t,o... Their labors were brought to a coiiciu.ioo yes¬
terday by the Introduction ol a report containing a

lengthy opiulou iroiu Mr. Ulcbaru () Ooriuau, lortuerly
Corporation Counsel, delivered in 1807. This opinion
holds that the Mayor retains the power ol i.suiug
licenses, and Is contrary to the View, expressed by
Coruoratiou Counsel Whitney, Mr. John McKeou, ex-
boveruor HofTmnu and othois.

lho report of the coiniutlteo concludes us lol-
)0Wf: '-As the learned couusol lor 1 lie corporation,
Mr. u'Uoruinu, well says, tne right ol tne city to the
ownership oi this fraucuiao lias never beeu tested
Oircctlv in tne courts. It ih, in the Judgment of your
committee, tne imperative duty ot the oily uuthriiios
to try it now and lorcver settle the ques-
uou ol the power ol the Legislature of mis
State to deprive ibis city of vested pecuniary rights
which ure held to be sacred uud removed from inter¬
ference by superior power, by every otner people liv¬
ing unaur auy lorut ol government where the English
luueuuge is spoken. Ibis lest can only be made, as

pointed out in u preamble anil resolution adopted by
your nouarahlo body on tuo 10th nisi , requesting His
Honor the Muyor to grant tavern Hocuses, or at least
to grant one, iu order to bring 'lie case pr porly 00-
inr" u.c couns. I his action, your committee believe,
should at once be takuu by 11.s lienor ihe Mayor, aud
in ho hopes ol inUuenclug liitu in this regaru, tbey
respectiuily recouiinend tiiat your honomblu body
reiieruie your rcquo.t. nud direct Hie Clerk of tne
Hoard to IraiiHtntl to flu Honor a copy of ibis report.'

Iu uiscu -smg ibe report Aldcrm.u f'urroy calluil at¬
tention to 111 lucl 1 hat the Cnuri ol Appeals, In the
tu-c 01 /.hi uw skie against the Muyor, had decided that
tne Legist .lure had the power to uiodily or uunul uny
ol tne provisions ol either lho Uougau or Montgom¬
ery dinners, ibe report waa adopted and ordered to
be pr:uted.

THK MANDAMUS PKOCttkOlNUS.
Early during the morning a large crowd assembled

iu Hit* Special lcrni 01 Hiu Court ol Common 1'ieas to

hear the urguineulou the inaDdumus proceediugs in¬
stituted by ex Judge iHtleuboefcr, couusol tor lite
Brewers' Asoociaiioti, against the Excise Comitus-ioti-
ers. sotue little time was tuken up by Juoge Vuu
Hoe.-eu iu disposing ol a inasaol preliuiiltury busmsss,
but about dev. u o'clock the argument w as opened by
Judge Ultlebbosier, who read tne petition ol James ei.
Keliey. Mr. Koiley stales tOal he owns and keeps a

hotel In Houston atreot, containing tweuty rooms
I properly lurui.bed witu beds and bedding, aud on-

icriuins guests numbering iroia live to taeniy
day. and hus kept mis house lor twenty years He
stales, further, lliul be applied for a ilceb.u lusi Juno,
una deposited $76 wuh the Commissioners, lor wuicb
he o 11ta.nod u receipt, lie says that m« Comuns
siouers, ailUougU sat.stted that bo nad compiled with
all the prerequisites of tno law, now reluae to mve
bun a license, solely ou Hie ground thai the cooking
¦a not douc on the premises. An lun, tbo cuuuscl
said, was tleUued to be a pmce where a traveller is
lurntaued with everything la w.mts. It w.is 110ma¬
teria) where !>. (eis it, |<roviU"d h* does got it.

rowKH to MANnxars.
Counsel next took up the que hod of the power

of tne Court to mandamus Hie Excise Commis¬
sioners, and in this counectiou he reierred to ibe,
cane oi the People vs. Perry (both uf Barbour, 1110),
which was a decision ol tne Ucueral Term, written
by Judgo Harris lu that cane, be said, it was de¬
cided that when all the requirements ol the staiute
lind been complied sun ne is cUHtlud to recover
his rights, which can he vulorceu by muudauius.
After reading tuu d< cisiuu counsel said that the pros-
eat case catne directly wilhiu ihe scope of Hi it litem-
ion, una the ralunai ol the Commisniouers to grant
the licence was simply a mistake ol law, which It was
the duty ol mo Court 10 correct. Other decisions on
the uueallon of the power of the Court (o mandamus
wei« also read. Jungs lliHcnhocler said that he was
aware ib'il there were two or three Special Term de¬
cisions going to show ill it the Excise Commissioners
nail han unlimited discretion, but ibnso wers simp y
Special Term decisions 111 euuiitiy districts, aUO were
in direct opposition to tbe plum and decisive op niou
ol the higher Court, whicq he had read, aud should
Hivruioro be regarded us of no avail, ihe counsel
then rcleired to tne powers ol tbe Comumsiontrs,
wh.ch are claimed 10 be unlimited.

Iu tue case 01 tlie application ol Thompson for a
SBunoauius he claimed ui.it, uudor the iuw, uncording
to its Strict letter, Ilio applicant uued only to "t>ro-
peso to keep an tuu. lavutu or hotel;" 11 waa not
uocessary thai at U10 lline ol ihe application be should
keep an "tun, tavern or hotel." He ci.ed section 'J10
ol tuo act ol 1867 us proving tins, and llila 110
Claimed was ull that, Irorn the very nature of tbo
buaiiiees, should hu required, especially Hi a
luge oily like New Yoik, where letldences
and places ol busiueae are continually chang¬
ing, aud o.teu at the time when the
applicauoo must he made. I he appiicinl was not yet
In possession ol the premises. But, said he, if
the license is giunieu lu a party proposing to keep an
iuu, lintel or tavern, aud lie iboiutltcr lane or re-
luscs to keep the sains, bu become* liable, under sec¬
tion eight ol Hie act, to u money penally and punish¬
ment as lor u misdemeanor. Unlo.-,.-., lliuu, lho Court
tletufuuuea that "to propose to kueo" la etuouytuoug

with "10 keep" amandamus must Isaoo Id thin cine of
Thompson, leaving Dun liable soil responsible to puu-
iNhiiiciii lor foiling to keep (Da promises ou tDo
slrouglU of wbioh the license was granted.

ONLY K KM BP Y HT ACTIO*.
Mr. Dieflendori, counsel lor ilio Commissioners,

made a brief but ofleclive reply, lie contended tint
ibe mandamus asked lor could uol be traoled, uud,
except to a person alio hud a clour legal right to the
writ, the Court hud no power to grant the sum* 11«
relorrod to tne dotluition ol the word "iuu," and
cloaely analyzed iho argument* of hie oppoti at on
ibis puiuL lie argued, further, that uo tuaudamua
could bo framed, inasmuch ue tue relator* hud
auuther remedy by action at law. Mr. Uielfoadorl
elaborated this poiut at some length.

la reply Judge Diueuhocler conceded fully thai a
m nudum us would uoi lie wnou there wue au adequate
rviuedy at law But ho luaiated in this case there was
no such rum<dy; the parly aggrieved ooull omy suo
tuo Coinmis-iouers lor dumagea the measure of
damngea would be.the Duinher ol drinks ho lost, and
these he would bu required to prove apecltloally.
That, Indeed, would be a heaulilul fsccnu.a proces¬
sion ol witnesses uubpaiaaed to prove In court mut
they in'ghl have drank at the plaintiffs huuae so

tuuny eucataiis uud iunuuteruble otuer beverages
equally.

Altor some further discussion Judge Van Hoescn
took tne papers lor exauiinatiou, reserving his de¬
cision.

axotiibu iia he as cohpus.
Two Italians, Antuony and Eurico Buelgalulo, ar¬

rested and committed by Judge Mor.au uu u churga
ol gelllug liquor without a license, obtained yusluruuy
lroiu Judge Brady, through llioir counsel, Mr. William
F. lio«e. writs ol habeas corpus and certiorari, the
object being to lest the legality of their arrest and
imprisonment. the writ was inudo roiuiuuoie ou

balurday lb Supremo Court cuuuihers.
BKPUKK ItkCOKOKlt 1IACKKTT.

VV illiant Walsh, George Know and William Uuguu,
propriciursfol the uuuue house near Jerry McAutey's
mission, who were iudicted lor svliihg liquor without
licotise, wore urra good lor trial before Kecorder
Hucgett. Tuo uccused tendered a plea ol guilty, and
wero remanded lor seuieucu until next Friday to al¬
low couusol uu opponuuity to submit ulUiluvit* in

imtguiiun of punishment. Jerry McAulny was

umoug the wuuosses iu court ready tu give
his testimony. Kecorder ilucKctt nnuouiiced to
Messrs. JLIuuuis A. Spolitr-scy uud 1'olcr Jliu.uell,
cuunsel lor Kichard Eustace, Joseph Muluue,
1'hilip Hoi.uud, Janus U'Uriuu, Joseph Cusitrovo
and Johu Lee, that ho had intended to render his
decision then, hut had bucu prevented by Illness,
us well as other mutters, Iroto giving the nHlbuvits
submitted to buu the cousiucrution they deserved.
Indeed no wits only loo anxious to dispose ol these
cases, aud thus he spared the uunoyancu ol ihuse who
hud called upon him, una impertinently oudeavorud to
mould Ins judgment uu ibui quustiou. lhe Kecorder
added that ho would dispose ol the cases us soou as

possible,
IX Tlllt COUKTH.

The case of Murv No uu, charged with selliug liquor
without license, iu which the testimuuy ol the wit¬
ness Blocker Is disputed, was again iu ino Tombs Police
Court yesterday. Counsellor Muudy placed auotucr
young man ou the stand, who corroborated Broker's
evidence. Counsellor Oliver, who appeared lor (he da-
feudunt, protested ugaiust Bieeker's evidence being
admitted, iho Court held the prisoner iu $100 bail,
ul'.er which Mr. Muudy withdrew the complaint*
ugaiust Koster A Blal, Mr. Kramer and a fuW| others,
oo the ground that otuer complaints wero ugainst
them.
Judge Bixby, at Jell'orson Market Court, disposed of

teu case* ol violuilou of the Excise law, aud Judge
Huiith, at Essex Markit Court, disposed oi six.
There were live liquor dealers arruigued in the

Filly-seventh Street Court. Johu Cannon, ol No. 344
East Forty-sixth street, had his store closed, but
Glllcer Goodeuough, ol tue Ninetoeutb precinct,
looked through a rent iu the window curtain uud saw
what he doomed to bo liquor passed ovor the countor.
Judge Murray discharged the prisoner, us he cou-
siuureiflbe evidence tiisulllcieuL
Two saloon keepers were held In lhe Harlem Police

court.
AKKHSTg rnnTJHiuv-.

SBMWS « <<#JS.1%2
C.!»l!Srl""UerraU Weiirenberg, No. 885

Thirteenth precinct.Henry Paul No isi <.. .

street; Dennis McCarthy No 85?'' sn^m V."'1
John Martin. No. 256 Delancey atreei* GoMried »eel;
bcruiunn, No. 05 Attorney strie"'D«'n,a s !», «"'
4U6 Grand strool; Georgo Srulth No Vt in

street and Fredrick KrofL? No k Goonca s^ou**
.¦sixteen III precinct.Johu Wright. No 2os West

BET. DR. HOWARD ClIOSHx's DEFENCE OP XHB

LIQUOR LAW.
Key. Dr. Howard Crosby, chairman of the Society

lor the Prevention oi Crime, delivered a discourse
last evening at Association Hall on the "Excise Law
In Relatiou to Civic Ordor."
What are the loots ? the speaker asked. That there

aro 10,000 places in this city where dory liquor is sold
and that mainly In the defiance oi law. Four-Hiths of
theso aro without a license, and onc-hall or this
number have never even attempted to procure
a license. According to no guesswork, hut
to the highest statistical authority in th.s city, seven-

eighths ol crime und pauperism arises irom the grog-
gerioaol New York. Have you ever iollowod up the
cases al tho vurlous mendicants that apply to vou

for aiur It you have doue it you wUjt have lound
that ruin has done it all. and rum aold at the corner

groggsriea. Hut lor tho evil wrought by rum you
and I

.
have to pay, and one ol the causee

lor the heavy taxation lies ,n this enormous

let us put these lacis in the category ol thusU r

Which we have to base our supcr.tructure.
lint shall wo do to stay this gigantic evil? Thorn

uphold it. These men raise the crv oi in.

oily, but government does no morj vole on

to the principle ol liberty in restraining and Mslnct
Jug Ibo sale oi liquor than it does lu rertirictnn- n

z/r"~sr.r..rIniquitous ouo; you work day bv day to kooo row.lv

sr.c-xvcKa'.ts:;?1«"-* sssjszx
io use. \ ou remember unit wln-u Ltie wiin . 7
liio parlor cluor uu.i khw u<0 husband ttUoctlonatHir
engaged with the parlor maid, he said, "Jane l always
told yo mat your pr, lug ways would bring tho lam

SsS?"--";-
lie I'. ,T"K 1Jl",T,c,e "" Tllg KXCISK I.AW.

alter explaining tho l.uuor l.iw a re u h.I
that Iho dlOorouce winch li ma o botweeu hotels und
gioggorics was a sound aud just one. Hotels wcru
generally g. p, |,y mm who had some oonscienooLit
k"7aC7 wruer''"er,,,',,?8''1?'i ,l°' wt"U' iho wll°

behind Ion ae.i
liud 1011 all conscience

mii.lv i i S . W"uro' *»" Hi' uiqdJlof CVr-

Lou t ol Anneals1 lae.C"""'ry ,or ",u "«Clsiou ol me
Al'fCttU to have esiuo.isned the laol that

MOO»*rogM..,'.a were soiling w.U.out a license I ha{
w.is one sfturcu ol tho . inuduie".namely ihat those

showed
o, our,./; 'fo^enr!

11 10 remain a ceud lotior n.«i

now an excitement had boon pro.ucod and a Grind
Jury compoeeu of tho nobio.*t ck)ecu.*< of Now V pL

z,r.sz: zzz} £:.\"£
tlieir outy thty would oe ludiciod. The no.P: were uuw

doing tnoir uuiy, and their action Is worthv ofuII nr .Ise

inter ol'*'the e,tv^ *.n t0Ch£
actor oi the city magiatrules, und yoL tnoUL.ri

!". ,
hearts thoy pruhabiy did not in

icoHaiom0"^ "" n!UKl arra'«" 'hem upon 11 "s
oco.iaioh. He would tell thmn that the Legis¬
lature would not cbungo me law, lor the voice of
the peopio was tttrouufr ibau that ol rowdyism < m

plause) and ho would, thereiore, now ^1 « 7( ho
District Attorney and the Recur, or m w ry out mS
law as it stood now upon tbe statute boo.

it.
.K MBCO*D*'« ahuaiosco.

... .Cro,l>y, to prove that the Recorder's

m*'r,ct Attorney's ollico wore culpable
1"®'»iious irom me reports oi the

dooiety lor the 1 rtvention ot Crime, one .nun Cos.
grove, being mulcted was held to ball lu Ato.i

'
Th«

ihi bul Whore waa that bail now? |,j
the same pockets us belore. (I.iujlitci ) He w.s

againi tnaieud «uu this t,m. i,10 gH1( »'», p
$ 1,00V.they might as well have made it a million
(i.uugntur.) His license waa rejected und he was a

when hi"" lDdl0l'd #ud What did tho Rscofdor ao

m i?rn oroughl up for .ontei.eer Us lold Dim

l",i""u» J» -ffldsv.l. in mitigation ol sentence

llbiMAi iss' Ijidednltoly postponed tho case.

do« tha m
lb" ""c"rd#r llackoli

does, the man whom I biu.orio regarded
.as he very pillar of Jus i.e., I | Bn,

Hsckit. h.l .'»Ult "S Wl'" n" »,0-"lble »t Record, r

s». i.« 5 .'rB Clt,,'en'' ol New York will demand ..u

llkUUorlL L*" Recorder Hacgelt and iho Dis

N.'iv Yuen ?? Um.tr .u,e*I,lu""Don to the cuizeus of

i
th'.y will go down to the memory ol future

generations loaded wnh contempt,
wili',! ."C"'lr ,or lUe "I Crime deslrod tbe
whole community to unite with tbom in ibis good

hk. .hJ hl,,,.,tl,y U,al k,lU UK- Why. » meeting

rn ni! 1 h""' CP°wdod tills ball to overflowing"
ih.nk ol It-in ihiscny thero i one grogshop lor

n^nZh, i" CS people, including the babies.
(Laughter.) When li e Legislature meets at Albany
there will he a dirty flow ol rowdyism to that city in

order to have the Kxclse law changed. Now this evil
influence should be tm-i by a strong representation of
tlio temperanoe element, who suould ssy, "This luw
shall not be.chauged I"

TRIUMPH or JEhREY CITX OBALKBK.
The liquor dealera of Jor*oy City won a signal tri¬

umph yesterday l.t tbe Circuit Court, beioro Judge
Kuupp, In the case of James Roche against George I.
Langworihy. Mr. Roche is one ot tbe founders of tlio

Liquor Dealers' Association ol Hudson couuty, and Is

tho proprietor ol two liquor saloons. Mr. Lungworthy
is a man ol some noto as a logal practitioner, aud was

employed by the doolety for the Prevention ol triuio

to detect violation* ol tha Sunday law. Tho several

ageuts ol Uio bocietv lor tho i'rovuntion ot Crime

were instructed to make reports on tbe character
ol the saioous they visited, and Langworthy
reported to the Board of Aldermen that
Roche kept a disorderly house nod that a inurdor was
committed on the premises. Mr. Roche's counsel no¬
tified Laogworthy that three weeks would be allowed
liltn to retract ibo charge, but be refused to do so.
Tbe Society for the Prevention of Crime, fludiug that
an Injustice was done to Mr. Roche, discharged
Lang worthy from its service; but tbe Order ot
American Union rslused to act m tho
mailer as legislation was deemed necessary to render
the Sunday law more effective and Mr. Laogwortuy
lining a prominent member of the order Inslaied on
this legislation. Mr. Kmmoua. a very respect..bio gen¬
tleman !u the Bergen district of Jersey City and seo-
roiary ol the Society lor the PreVJDliou of Crime,
moisted that reparation should be made to
Mr. Rocbe for the stander cast upou him
aud as Langworthy refused a suit lor sl imier was

commenced, damages being laid at $10,OiiU. Among
tho witnesses were Chief of Police Nathan uud ex
Chief ol Police Champney, who testilled that Mr.
Hoone kept a very orderly saloon; that hi-personal
charuotsr wua uuimpuacnabie. and tbul the state-
invnt that a murder was committed In bis
saloon was a sheer fabrication. Counsel for
tho defence moved for a nousult on ..the
ground that mo mere fact of selling
liquor on ths SaUOuih, however respeclablo toe
ch .ructer of the saloon, constituted a disorderly bouse
under the atatule, but Judge Kuapp ueuied the mo-
lion, as the gravamen ol ibe cnarge was a specific
statement thai disorderly conduct was frequent iu the
house, uud the deiennant could not thurelore luko
shelter under a tecbuicul plea. An extraor-
liiuary scene then occurred in court. Tuo
deieuduut pleaded his owu ease, examined
tho witnesses, und was rupoatudly called to
order by Judgo Kuapp. i{n pleaded iu defeuce tbal
his dosiguut'OU of the i-buruulor ol Mr. llocjdb's pluce
was a mistake, und that he was actiug under tho in¬
structions ol tho Society for tho P.uvuntion of Crime.
Mr. Emmons, the secretary, went on the stand aud
flatly contrudicte.i Luugworihy. J ujlge Kuapp
charged toe jury aud a verdict was rendered in

fuvor of the piutut.fr, assessing the dam¬
ages at $00 ana costs. Too Executive Com¬
mittee of the Liquor Doulurs' Association afterward
held a meeting uud adopted a r> solution to commouco

proceedings ugaiusl all persous who desiguuled the
saioous ol mutuhersus disorderly huuses

LECTURE OF A. OAKE1 1JALL,

"WHAT WILL THE VERDICT BE i" IS BROOKLYN.
A. Oakoy Hull's famous lecture, "What Will the

Verdict Be t" wus.delivered at the Academy of Music,
Brooklyn, last nig tit. His effort drew a crowded
house in Boston, and tho prots showsrod uustiuted
encomiums on tho matter aud the maimer of delivery
ot the lecture. There was, therefore, great curiosity in

the City of Churches in regurd to a first appoarunco
there.
At tho appointed time Mr. Hull appeared upon tho

platform from a aide door, aud, taking a leisurely sur¬

vey ot the audience, beguu his lecture wilbout any
lormulily. In rnancer and uppeuruuoe he Is sul
tbe same magnetic and captivating orator as iu
the more palmy days ol his history, when
he was ths prido aud mouthpiece of the
New York democracy and a shiutog light of
the legal profession. Physio-illy, too, he remains un¬
changed, save that his inustucUe has Ukeu u whiter
lint and bis voice Is deeper. He has all the vim and
ilan ol a young man still, and his animal spirits keep
bubbling over with uilrtu and bonhomie. Bis lecture
wes In every eeuee a rvpetitiou of thai dclivorod
in Bustou, which was at the time extensively
noticed in the Hkkald. It is u scholarly, brilliant,
versatile and eloquent production, evidently (be work
of great research, much stud>, sua shows 111 Un¬
livery aud design toe work of a master hand.such a

lecture, In fact, as could ouly he delivered by one ot
Mr. Hail's peculiar temoerauieat, endowments aud ex¬

periences. It is spurkllug with wit and happy points,
und, ub a matter of course, tne auuieoco is kept pleased
ana intcrestod trom the opening passage to the close.
Mr. Hall never tries alter declamatory cff.ot. His
groat power over bis audience seems to lie in the vory
absence ol effort or posturiug. He uses neither book,
note nor manuscript, but bubbles all over with too
very reflneipent of wit, the unsiuuled grace of
tbe orator and the classical attainments of the scholar.
"What Will the Verdict tie?" is undoubtedly a

remarkable production, and could only oe composed
by a remarkable man. Tbe audteuce throughout
manifested the greatest interest nod irequeutly be¬
stowed hearty and liberal applause. Mr. Hall after
the holidays will lecture n» Cincinnati, Cleveland and
otuer Western cities, but, as he remarked to a Hkkald
reporter last night, be will not accept auy engage¬
ment lor New York. "It Is oe novelty to hear uie

speak there aud 1 don't think I shall rnako the ven¬

ture," said Mr. Hull.

SUMMER'S LITERARY FRIENDSHIPS.

The private llle and lltorary friendships of Charles
Sumcer lorrned tho subject of a paper read by Hon.
Edward L. fierce at the meeting of tbe Long Island
Historical Boclely, in tho Second Presbyterian
Church, corner of Fulton and Clinton streets, Brook¬

lyn, last evening. Mr. fierce told the story of the bud¬

ding slatesuiau's studies and travels in search ol knowl¬

edge; his eolloge triumphs, love of books and cultured
society. Among the works that earliest attracted uis
attention were Dyroo, Shakespeare, Burton's Anatomy
of Melancholy aud Clioslerfleld's letters. Among ms

earliest friendships wore ihuso with Greeuleal, Story,
Louglellow und Hilliura, his partner. His ambition
when he undertook the study ol law was to koow It as

a soieoce, Dot to follow It as a lucrative profession.
During his earlier efiorts iu prsctica Bis otlluo wus in
the same building with those ol Kulus Clioiue and
Charles D. Davies. Dr. Lleber, a man Iu every
fibre. was an lutimute associate of his
uud Louglellow received hi in as a cherished compau-
mu lor inuuy years. Bumnor's trip to Europe in

DU8-40 was described and the associations ho lortned
there meutloned. roe Earl of Carlisle, l horn is craw-
ford, tho artist; Tbeudoro S. Puine, Basil Montague,
Michael Chevalier, the economist; Felix, a

learned Jurist, who bad oinigrnted from
tbe KbenUb provinces to Pans, aud many
other distinguished men were bis frleuds.
In New York his friendship embraced Kent, Jacob
Harvey, a distinguished Irishman, the Jays aud Ben¬
jamin U. sillitnan.

Iu politic* dr. Sumner was desorlbed as one who
had no retainers lo provide lor. He never promoted
an appointment with the slightest thought ol us eOeot
on his ptiulic career. This was u lesson lor Senators
who now sei'K to keep toe public offices lor their
bench men in opposition 10 tho civil service views of a

good President. (Appluuso. )

"ItlSE AND FALL OFTHE iiUSTACHE."
Mr. Robert J. Bordello, o( the Burlington (Iowa)

llawktyt, delivorod big bntnorous lecture entitled
'.The Kiao and Fall ot the Mustache" last evening la
tbe Huuson Place Methodist Kptscupal Ctiorcli, Brook¬

lyn, for the boncfli of tbe SuuOav school ol iho
Seventh Avcuuu Metbodlst Episcopal Church. TUo
speaker was introduced by Kuv. J. 8. Brockonrldge.*
Adam, he said, wag not the lireL rauu.to raise » inu>-
lactiu. He *»» loo old wlleu lie wuh born, and it raised
Itself. Besides ho a id no tune, as he had to raiso Cnln.
But you have no time, Uio speake* coniiuued, to pity
Aduin. You, perhaps, nuvo a. hoy ol your own, who
wuiils to hocoino a mlnsiouary or u pirsie, a little
rather a pirate. As the hoy develops be discovers that
lie has two hands.one pair.which ig a good hand.
(l.'iughior.) *'1 did not mean thut lor this audience,''
said the speaker; '*1 did hut Itnuk It would he under¬
stood. "

Mr. Bitrdette. In u humorous way, then spoke of ibe
culuvuiloii ol the tnusiuclie on tho lip of u man, and
endetl bis quuiul lecture amid much applause.

THE SOilUSIii EEOEPIION.

The Sorosis had a grand lime at Dniiuomoo's last
evening. I he oocasion was a roceptiou given to ceio-

brale the esvahlishinjul ol schools of art lor womou

In tuts ouy. fho members of this club were out in

force, and received their numerous Iriouds with ibat

hospitaJity lor wbieb they are distinguished. Among
tbose present woro Mrs. Lilly M. Spencer, the

urust; Mrs. Creatures, the etcher; Mrs. Sophie Mapca
Tulles, artist; Mrs. Mary Kyle Dallas, tho wrncr;
"Aunt Fanny" Burrow, Mr. and Mm. Crupsuy, Mr.
James Beard, Professor Morse, tho artt-t; T. Addi ou

Richards, Mi.-s Alice Duulevy, Mayor K.V. Mis* Kol-
lock, Mr. Alger, lira Course V-iodoiiholl, Judge Noan
DuVIS, Mr. tlartley, tho sculptor; Constum Mayer,
l'roiea*-or Newliery, Colombia College Mr. iteinnarat
nud Mr- J. K. Miles. Irvm Memphis, 1'enu. Mrs.
Crnly (Jennie June) made a lew opcutng re¬
marks uu the aunjecl ol art as a means
or employment for women in an agreeable
mauuer ..ud lutioducid the Kuv. Mr. Alger, author ol
'-Friendship* lor Women," who made a very cuiupn-
inentary address. lio was followed by Mr. Hubert R.
Roosevelt, who said he reuieinuered wliuu the sphere
of women's work was restrioted to a uariow circle.
Tual ime, however, seemed a hundred or live hun¬
dred years ago. The tiorosis ban been uus el tne active
forces in working Ibis change. The innduio) ol Its
work was iu the direction ol urt. Mr. Kuoslvult'* ad¬
dress wui lollowed by a lew remarks from Mr. f. U.
Wukauiiin.

Mr. Croly then read a letter from Mr. Peter Cooper.
who w is not able to he present, tbe ¦ uoau.u-.e of
which was mat be bau a deep Interest lu the subject
ol woman's labor, and was very glad to kuow that a

booy ol ladies so well calculated to promote 1U1S aud
all other true intereetaol wumvu were making such a

grand surer-.-. In concluding the latter ho said:."I
herewith send, with uiy respects, to each lady of the

-orosis, a copy ol a pamphlet, In wbiou I have given
most earnest aud well considered opinions ou soino ol
the vilai political and social >|Uoslioiia ol the day ; also
a copy ol the anuuai report of the Cooper Union fur
tne Promotion ot So.euco and Art.''
The company was erlertalued with musio by Miss

Henrietta B' obe, Miss Vloleita Andrew-, Ml m Bloman,
Mis* Bush. Mr. Harry Joaos; recitations by Mi. Rob¬
erts, Mr. Kyle had Mrs Prances Adelo Brunt, who re¬
cited Tennyson's "Mermaid-Merman." Miss Donlevy
delivered a practical actress on nr.. A welcome sun-

per was served alter the speaouiuakiug aud other on-

lariuliilnents.

CON FIliMATION.
At tbe mission of tbe Jesuit Fathers, now In progress

in nl. Joseph's Church, Jersey City Heights, Bishop
Corrlgau yesterday admlulsterod conurmalioh to a

largo number ol adults, umong whom ware several
converts Ironi the Protestant oliurutivs. He Was as-
sistod by tbe pastor, Right Rev. Mgr. Solon, auo uiaoy
ot tho local ciaia>.

Major Ely Demands to Know Why They
Should Not Be Removed.

NEGLECT OF THE PUBLIC STREETS.

Governor Robinson's Opinion on

the Mayor's Power.

Mayor Ely yesterday altemoon took the preliminary
steps lor removal of the I'olice Commissioners, itu
mors that such steps would soou be inaugurated wur<

Iroely circulated around lor Hie past lew buys, but th«

Mayor did not come to aoy deiluito couciusion in the

matter uutll three o'clock yestcrduy. At tbut hour

be sent for iho representatives of the press and fur¬

nished them with copies, of a letter which had boon

soul to throe ol the l'ollco Commissioners.Messrs.
Joel B. Erbnrdt, lie Witt C. Wheeler and Sidney P.
Nichols. The fourth Commissioner, General William
K. Smith, is at present lu Kuropa. Hu Is expected
Hack ubout the tith ol January. Tho following is a

copy ol the important document:.
MAYOU CLY'S A Kit A ION MUST.

liXKCUriVK UsrAnTMKNT. >
City IIai.l, Dec. US. M77. J

To ... Pour* Otum1ss10N1.1t City or :>ttv Yoitu:.
Sik The management of tne Police Department scums

to cull fur oIIicihI aeiioii »n uiy part. The duty ol doming
tlis streets, which is devuireu uiiuu tbut tl -poriuicui, In.
heea tiiulUciunily pcrluriucd. Ilie unclean aud llliby con-
uiliou of thu streets (luring the present your bus nut only
be en u puulic scundui and ilisgntce to thu city, but hus ro-

ci ntly been reported by the ituulth Duparunent us danger-
ous to llio public health. ulibniigh thu sum ol $m>.nis> Uuu
huca lauoi' euoh muuth Irion thu public irousury lor stro-'t
clruoiuir purposes, nn uaiouut. lit uiy JudKmuiil, uiuply sutfi-
cicnt lor ihu proper pei-luriuunc>- ol tuat work

hu I'olice Department has also ursumed the rich! to de¬
cide when thu s:oiut'*s of llio state sauuld iiu onforcud and
wliun tlicy shout i be permitted to iiu ignored, una alter al¬
lowing th-ui in ne disregurtlud lur Cun-i.teriiolo purluds of
lime bus tlieit t ulorucd tliein cupriciuasiy uuu by ruid in
such maimer us to render nx ton us lustuuil ol rospuci^.f or tbi- luollicieiicy uod maladministration of tDo I'oiWo
Drpailuteal you. us uuu ol tho Commissioners, are, in my
Judgment, responsible. You uro hurubv iiutiliud ihut 1 will
give you uu opportunity to he Uenru in answer t» thu above
charge on tnu doth day ui Uecuitibur inut., at twelve
o'clock noon, at tills Alee, then and there to sliuw cause,
II any exists why you should uot he rdiuovuo Irool ulltce us
one ut the Police Cuuuaissleuers ol the city ot .New York.

S.MlTil ELY, Jr., Miiyor.
TlIK INVESTIGATION.

The Mayor bad uuibiug lurther to say In relation te
the charges inuii tbo statviiiouls cuuvuyod in the
ubuve elier. As to the result ol the Investigation bo
remarked:."Unleba llio hearing brings to my mind
something wu.ch 1 no not know now 1 will remove
theui. As to General Smith, lie wont to Europe wuh
my consent, una, uuuer tne circumstuucus, It would
be lakiug an unluir advuetugu to remove him during
his absence."

WHAT COM All UNION Kit KII HA 111) f KAYS.
A reporter culled upon Commissiouur Erhurdt to got

bin views upon toe ubsorbiug police inaiters. 'I'll*
Commissioner expressed niuiseli iu an exceedingly
decided manlier ua to tno part he had taken iu
iba prevailing excise troubles. llo cluimod
tbut ihe order to cuiorce the oxisling
statutes was a proper one. The police Inrce
could not Interpret laws tor themselves, but tiiuy
could and would eutoros them utter proper inter¬
pretation. The Excise law beloro its re¬
cent explanation was considerably muddled, but
alter tbe dectsiou of the Court ot Appeals it was made
plain, and It was tbe duty, of the police, as law
officers, to enloroe it. as lor bimseU, when
ho took the ealb ol olllce he promised
to uphold the constitution uud enforce tno
laws. For hie part, he proposed to enforce
tbe law to the letter, and no influence,
political or otherwise, would prevail in deterriug
him iroui performing his duties so long as he re*
mained a public officer. Notliiug was suid as to the
strictures of tbe Mayor In regurd to the nogloct ol tne
streets.

TUB OTIiKH COMMISSIONERS.
Commissioners N.oLoia and Wneeier were Invisible.

The torincr hud not returuod to bis house up te
oue o'clock this morning, and no knowlodga
ol his wbercabouis could bo obtained by the reporter.
Commissioner Wheeler was reported to beouiol town.

UEPUBLIOAN CKNTBAL COMMITTEE.
The Kepubllcan Control Committee held their laa^

mcotiug lor this year at Kepubllcan Mall, Thirty-thirtf
street aud Broadway, last eveoiug. In tbe absence ol
Beujumin K. I'hoips, the president, Gunvrul Joseph
CL Binckuoy, vioe president, presided. The Exeoutivs
Committee mot in secret sossion at hall-past seven

o'clock, aud through their chairman, Mr. Joel W.
Mason, sunt In lbs lollowing resolutions, which wore
unanimously adopted.
Wburuaa tbe Mayor of the city, forgetting that be it In

such mutteri placed by tbe charter in a Judicial position,
but liiuiHult prolerrod general charges againut three of the
Police Doinmi.ioiior», and baa required thein to answer
milium allowing thum a reasonable time lor preparation;
ami
Whereas such charges are based In part, at least, upon

mutters us to which he has himself declared that tbe
Commissioners are not in fault; therefore
Kesuiveu, That we denounce this act of tbe Mayor as a

transparent altuuint to secure a partisan I'uiien Board, an

attempt in which be lias notoriously yielded to tbe clamors
ol those who destro to prevent the enforcement of tho ex¬
isting I iws. and win seeiu to think that tho best way to se¬

cure irom u republican Degislrture modification of those
laws la by attacking republican olU. iais.

After the adoption ol tbe resolutions and the read¬
ing ol the treasurer's report tbe Kepubllcan Central
Committee of tbe year 1877 adjourned tine die.

THE GOVERNOR'S DECISION.

[BT TELECU1APH TO THE HERALD.]
Albany, N. Y., ilea 18, 1877.

In conversation with a Herald representative this
oveuiog Govornor Kobinson stated that tbe charter ol
1873 distinctly places thu removal ot tho Police Cum¬
in ssiooers upon tbe Mayor of Now York city; tuat
officer must give the offloials a hearing, uud if' ho do-
clues there is aulllcieut cuuse for their removal h<
must report his decision to llio Governor. II
the decision meets with tne Governor's appiuyul lbs
Commissioners shall be removed; it uot, the officials
oounnue lu office. Tbe Mayor, us cuiol execut vu of
tbe oily, must assume tbe responsibility placed upon
him o> thu terms ol iho law. This is tbe Governor's
Understanding ot tho law, aud bis action will bo

guided by it. Me expressed surprise tbut uuy ulifer¬
ent opinion could be bold, uud uddod that tbo courier
of Now York had lieou changed so ollun Hint tho resi¬
dents ol ihe meiropo is may be pardoned lor uot beiug
familiar wilb lis deiuiis.

FJ1ANK HILTON'S I ATE.

Information was received yesterday by County
Physician Ward, ol Newark, of the sad late ol u young
tnuu numed frank. Hilton, whose parents roslae ou

Bollovillo «Vouuo. luree weeks ugo frank mysteri¬
ously disappeared Iroiu Uoute, Uu baiug tben id au

uusouud slute of miDd. It was sapposud tuut he bad
gone to England wbea It was found ibai be bud not
taken refuge witu friends la West Orungu. Near
wti. ro tbo luttor live, between first and Mucoid moun¬

tains, dwells a Mr. Mmitb Ptcrson. On Monday
morning Mr. Pier sou nuurd atrango uois.h in ins
barn. K pairing there be luuudfrauk Miitou, bis emu-
oiated lace, glassy oyss and gasping couditlon plainly
denoting Ibul be was eying froiu hunger and exposure.
He was able to relate bow ibul alter w..nderiug iu tnu
woods lor s iv. ral days be was attracted to P.arson's
doiiae by a ligbl lour eights oelore, crawled luto the
bsru to obtaiu sleep and became so leeo.e ibul be
oould not leave next moruiug. four days ne lay
there famishing witbont being seen or heard by ibe
family. Mis laiher was seut for and everything pos¬
sible done lor bun, out no died yesterday morning.
Alter invesligutiou Dr. Ward granted a certllleate of
burial, and the Oody was removed to tbe late home ol
deoeased lu Newarg.

WILLlAMSliUiiG UOHBE1UES.

A numerously attended funeral took place at St.
Paul's Lutheran Church, oa the oorner of South first
and Ninth streets, yesterday afternoon. During tbo
survioes several persons bad their pockets picked.
Ofllour Simons, who was ou tne alert, dele ted Ellen
Wilsou, aged thiriy-Qvo years, in the act of robbing
Mrs. William Kouimeier and arrested ber. YVbuu
searched at the filth precinct slauou Ellon nau $da I'd
lu suudry small amounts, supposed to be proceeds ol
different roboeries.

Detective Snort, woo had been shadowing three sus-
pleious obaracters througn Wiliiumeburg last even¬
ing, unally caugUl them tu the act ol lorcing a ba-e-
.ii..ut doer iu aoutu Niutu street. They all ran away,
hut altera long cliaeu he Oaptured Daniel flyuu,
twenty years, ol No IW Lewis street, this city.
Charles Mruen, uwner ol tue stables on lue corner of

Wythe avenue and IValiabout street, Williamsburg,
caught Ibomas Knrwin, aged iwcuty-two years, of
Keel avenue, near Mvrtio avenue, In the act ol
forcing open his stuble door last evening. He turned
Korwin over'to OlUcer McClusky, wuo recognized the
jellowasa well kuown thiol, but a snort tune re-
leusud irom prison.

HIGHWA I'M IiN AliliESTED.
Between seven and eight o'clock last evening tbe

police ol Newark arrested Patrick Uosmoud, 01 No. 27
Lock street, and lodged him in the ataiion bouse to
await examination on a Churge of being one ol the
persons who atiackod annou Uauser in Wurron street
last Sunday evening, and robbing him ol $80 in csab
and $1,200 in notes aud checks. Desmond Is an old
ihiet, and has just got out of tbe Penitentiary,
wnere be was sent lor a term ol eighteen months i»r
breaging luto aud running tleiuiseh's culiery lactory.
lie is twouiy-luur years ol age. Ills alleged accom¬

plice in the Mauser crime is one Josupb Crowiey, «n<>
win also arrested early yesterday moruiug whho
survtug us a couimilteeuiau at an Apollo Mall bail.
Crowley baa served lu tbe I'omuatiary aud statu
Prionu.


